
Star 

Along time ago we crewed on Star class sailboats.  The Star is a two-man keel boat that was used in the 

Olympics from 1932 to 2012.  The Star is still raced today in many areas, but the skipper and crew must both 

tip the scales at 200+ lbs. in order to be competitive which leaves us out.      When we sailed these boats, they  

all had wood hulls and masts with double running backstays that were set up using a slider on a track that ran 

fore and aft on the deck.  

A modern Star came up for sale at our yacht club, it 

has a fiberglass hull and aluminum spars.  The 

running backstays are still used but the track on deck 

is gone, replaced by a line running through a block to 

a cam cleat.  A good friend who used to own one of 

the wooden boats and I must have decided that we 

needed to relive our younger days and bought it.  

Bobbi (wife) and I have raced in the main and jib fleet 

for several years, doing quite well.  Of course, we 

don’t weigh anywhere near what competitive Star 

crews weigh and only sail when it is light, our upper 

wind range being in the 12 to 15 knot range.   

 

 

 



We still have the boat, and it really should be sold as we haven’t sailed it in a few years.  The issue isn’t sailing 

it, the problem we have is pushing it over to the boat crane, dropping it into the water and then having to lift it 

out, place it back on the trailer and then pushing the 1600 lb. boat on a heavy trailer back to its “parking 

space”.  There is a big difference between being a 20 year old and a 70 year old. 

 

 


