
36’ Marine Trader 

Freedom 

In 2016 we were traveling north from Florida on Liberty, actively looking for another trawler to live aboard in Erie.  We 

planned on leaving Liberty in Florida over the summer rather than making the trek up and down the east coast each 

year.  That journey took us about three months each direction leaving little time to enjoy any time in Florida.  It seemed 

like we were always moving.  Finding nothing of real interest on our way north we arrived back in Erie and noticed that 

the Marine Trader that was berthed next to us was not in the water.  As a matter of fact, she was still under shrink-wrap 

and it was already the end of May.  I knew that the owner was not in the best of health and the boat had been sort of 

neglected as a result for the last few years.  We called him and he told us that the day before he was talking with his 

wife about selling the boat and were wondering where they might list it.  We made what we considered a fair offer 

considering the boats condition, explaining to him our reasons.  He agreed and we had another boat. 

On the plus side the bottom had been taken down 

to bare glass and epoxy coated before the new 

bottom paint went on.  The cradle was nicely done 

with adjustable pads allowing them to be 

individually dropped to allow painting.  The boat 

deck had been re-cored although not finished.  The 

120 hp Ford Lehman had been well maintained and 

a new fuel tank had been installed.  There were 

three Racor fuel filters, one of them dedicated to a 

polishing system.  The electrical system was also 

nicely done.  All the forward cabin ports had been 

replaced by the nice stainless ones from Newfound 

Metals.  The down sides were many. The coring 

under the teak decking was suspect and the interior 

had been pretty much torn out as the windows had 

leaked and rotted out a lot of the cabin side walls. 

As we knew this was going to be a long-term project, about the first thing we did was to build a real set of stairs.  We 

were living aboard Liberty at the time, and we had access to all our tools in our basement shop since our house was still 

being rented out by our daughter and her family. 

 

 



Interior saloon pictures as purchased: 

 

 

 

  



We obviously had our work cut out for us and we spent an entire summer working in the cabin.  By late August we had 

made a lot of headway which included grinding down the cabin sole and getting a couple of coats of varnish on it. 

 

We replaced the opening windows at the front sides of the saloon with fixed windows as we wanted to keep any future 

leaks to a minimum.  The after windows are under the overhang of the boat deck so they aren’t so much of a problem. 

 

All the trim was pulled on the overhead so we could give it a couple of coats of paint to freshen it up. 

 



We started in on the head.  The holding tank was located under the sole of the forward cabin and quite small.  We 

ended up capping the tank off and removed the rotting hose to the head with a plan on using a composting toilet.  The 

tub/shower stall was a delaminating mess and all the plumbing needed replaced, which we did with PEX.  The image on 

the right shows the tub raised up so we could access the area underneath it to pull the head discharge hose. 

 

As the summer was coming to an end, we needed to get Liberty hauled to prepare her for our trip south.  We usually left 

mid-September.  Having the boats next to each other gave us the option of working on either one.      

 

  



We had contracted with a cover company in Buffalo to make a custom cover for the boat as we planned on keeping the 

boat “forever” and didn’t want to deal with shrink-wrap on an annual basis.  They did a credible job but never added the 

reinforcement pieces to the cover they promised while they had it over the following summer.  There is a reason there is 

a plastic 55-gallon drum sitting under the bow.  

When we came north for the Christmas holidays, we went down to check on the boat and our new cover as we hadn’t 

seen it before we left to go south.  There was a strong smell of diesel on the boat so the next day we went to the boat 

armed with a flashlight and found about fourteen gallons of diesel in the bilge of the boat.  It turns out the “new” tanks 

that the prior owner installed were used tanks from a Four Winns.  There was a pin hole leak in a weld which dumped 

what was left in the tank (roughly fourteen gallons) under the engine and this overflowed into the forward bilge making 

one heck of a mess.  Boats always give you something to work on that you hadn’t planned on. 

 

Returning in May of 2018 we launched Freedom as Liberty was now being stored out of the water during the summer in 

Florida.  The boat has always sat in the water with list to starboard and it was something we wanted to correct.  The 

boat had now unused wing tanks as the prior owner knew they were probably bad which is why the Four Winns tanks 

were installed aft on the centerline.  We decided to cut a hole in the port wing tank forward of the internal baffle, seal 

the bottom of the baffle with concrete and then pour sand into this tank to trim out the boat.  It worked as expected. 

 



With the boat in the water, we moved aboard with our cockatiel as the saloon was livable, and even though the head 

wasn’t finished at this point we could simply walk across the dock to use the facilities in the recently built Junior Sailing 

Facilities, so the first order of business was to finish this area. 

 

 

 



We became air conditioner repair technicians as the internal water pump of our AC unit died.  This was fixed by rigging 

an external pump, then after a few weeks the entire unit died again.  Next to go was the run/start capacitor and shortly 

after changing it out we had a fatal failure.  A friend lent us a portable unit that exhausted through one of the ports and 

that got us through the summer.  We also added hinges and a gas cylinder so we didn’t have to drag one of the hatches 

over our nicely varnished sole every time we needed to get to the bilge. 

 

Final plumbing for the sink in the head and the shower stall was finished off.  What we didn’t realize was that the tub 

was never installed correctly and would leave a half inch of water on the bottom opposite of the drain.  We reinstalled 

the tub in the same orientation and then it was too late to do anything about the situation.  

 

 

 

 

  



Now that we have a place to “live”, on to the deck…. 

First order of business was to remove the grate in the bow.  We found the Sampson post rotted at deck level.  A step 

was made for the starboard side aft to allow us easier access when boarding. 

 

We used the teak from the aft hatch to face some plywood, making a folding table for the saloon.  Also beginning the 

teak deck removal process.  In the end just using a wrecking bar and tearing it off in pieces seemed to work best. 

 

We made a box that attached to the transom for a propane tank to feed the stove/range.  The transom got painted for 

the new name that was never put on the boat.  The finished front deck; aluminum post to support the windlass and 

Kiwigrip nonskid paint, cap rails varnished (Cetol). 

 

 

 

  



After removing the teak from the cockpit, the top skin of fiberglass was cut out and the rotten core removed. 

 

After setting perimeter pieces in epoxy and then gluing in a piece to fill in the field.  The skin was then epoxied over the 

top. 

 

The next step is to sand, fair and then paint. 

 



 

Mid 2018 and we were able to work our way up to the boat deck. 

 

A month later we were able to paint the front house cabin top and the side decks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The hiking harness from the Star sailboat came in handy as it allowed us to work with both hands when sanding and 

painting the outer edge of the boat deck. 

 

 

 

 



This story ends in fall of 2018.  Earlier that spring we happened to come across a villa type condo (single floor) at our 

marina in Burnt Store on the west coast of Florida and bought it.  The new plan was to bring LIBERTY back north in the 

spring of 2019 as we found a 22’ C-Dory that would better suit our needs there.  We were still working on the Marine 

Trader at the time but planned on putting it up for sale when she was finished.  A good friend approached us mid-

summer as had been watching our progress and offered to buy her, kindly letting us live aboard while we were working 

on her.  He said he always wanted “a Forsman”.  Did we make money on the deal?  Well, we figure we got out of her 

what we spent on her and considering the man hours put into bringing her back we were lucky if we made $0.10/hour.  

She did provide us a place to live so to speak and it gave me something to do for two summers. 

LIBERTY did come “home” in the spring of 2019 and during the process our plans changed “again”.  Our daughter’s 

family was renting our house and we sort of assumed that eventually they would want to buy it.  They decided that the 

taxes were too high, and it was a lot of house to care for so they bought a smaller home about a mile away.  Initially we 

thought we would put the house on the market but once we moved back in (temporarily we thought) and started 

making some needed renovations decided the best plan of action was to keep the house.  We had it built in 1991 and 

still enjoy living there. As they say, the only thing constant is change. 

When we took the boat out of the water in the fall of 2018, I had piloted her into the haul out well for my buddy.  After 

the boat was lifted out the yard crew handed me the wand for the pressure washer which I then handed off to my 

buddy and told him to enjoy his new boat.      
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